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December 11, 1989
UM ANNOUNCES 25TH RHODES SCHOLAR
MISSOULA —
Bridget Clarke, 22, a University of Montana senior from
Grand Rapids, Mich., has been named UM's 25th Rhodes Scholar.
A philosophy major with strong interests in the women's
movement and other sociopolitical issues, Clarke was among 32
college students nationwide chosen for the prestigious
scholarships Saturday.
UM ranks 5th among U.S. public universities in its number of
Rhodes Scholars.
The scholarship covers two years of study at the University
of Oxford in England, including tuition, travel costs and a
stipend for living expenses.
Clarke, who has a 3.9 grade-point average, said Monday she
was "thrilled and really stunned" to be selected for the honor.
"I haven't quite really internalized this yet," she said.
"I'm still kind of in a state of shock.

I'm just elated."

She said she will pursue a master's degree in philosophy at
Oxford but has not yet determined the specific focus of her
studies.

Her work at UM, she said, has centered on "getting a

good grounding in the tradition and history and in contemporary
philosophy."
The Rhodes Scholarships were established in 1902 by the
estate of Cecil J. Rhodes, a British colonial pioneer and
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philanthropist.

The scholarships have been awarded to 2,564

American students since the program started.

Scholars are also

chosen from 17 other countries.
Rhodes wanted the scholarships to contribute to world
understanding and peace by investing in the growth of promising
young people, ages 18 to 24.

Rhodes Scholars are selected on the

basis of intellect and character, according to four standards set
forth by Rhodes:

literary and scholastic attainments; fondness

for and success in sports; truth, courage, devotion to duty,
sympathy for and protection of the weak, kindliness,
unselfishness and fellowship; and moral force of character and
instincts to lead.
Clarke said her non-academic interests figured prominently
in her interview with a scholarship selection committee Saturday
in Seattle.
"They were very interested in my political activities ...
feminism, environmentalism, the peace movement," she said.

"We

talked a lot more about that than philosophy."
Most of her recent activity has been in the women's
movement, she said.

Since last spring, she has worked as a

volunteer for Women's Place, a Missoula organization which
provides education and counseling for victims of "all kinds of
violence against women."
She said she is also very interested in protecting Montana's
environment:

"We need to get a leash on development ...
more
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designate as much wilderness as we can."
This year's 32 American Rhodes Scholars were selected from
102 finalists throughout the United States.

Clarke was one of

four scholars selected from 14 finalists in the seven-state
Northwest Region.
The Northwest finalists were all together Saturday night
when the scholarships were announced, Clarke said, noting it was
nice to get to know some of the people who will be traveling to
Oxford with her next fall.

All 32 scholars will meet in New York

and travel to England by boat, she said, which should foster a
strong sense of community.
Clarke said she received tremendous support from UM faculty
and staff, particularly philosophy professors Maxine Van de
Wetering, who advised applicants, and Thomas Huff, state
secretary for the scholarship program.
"The way I see it," Clarke said,

"this was very much a team

effort."
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